It is nearly a decade since the American Oriental Society had the pleasure of holding one of its annual sessions at Baltimore, Maryland; the invitation which came from the Johns Hopkins University, of Baltimore, to assemble there this year was therefore a welcome one, and for three days during" Easter week, April 22, 23, 24, 1897 , the Society enjoyed the hospitality for which the South is proverbial. The American Oriental Society is more than half a century old and the present meeting· was the one hundred and eighth in its annals. Everything connected with the gathering showed a promising condition of the association. Forty members were in actual attendance during the sessions and 46 papers, monographs, or communications were presented, read, or discussed.
The most important business feature of the meeting was the formation of a section for the Historical Study of Religions, within the Oriental Society itself. It is hoped that this division may develop under the fostering care of the Oriental, until it is able to become an independent association by itself, somewhat as the Classical Section was evolved. The secretary of the Religions Section is Prof. Morris Jastrow, Jr., University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, to whom all communications on the subject may be addressed.
A second item of general interest was the perfecting of arrangements for continuing the publications of the Society on the same liberal scale as during the past two years, in which time three bound volumes have been issued under the responsible editorship of Prof. C. R. Lanman, of Harvard University, and Prof. G. F. Moore, of the Andover Theological Seminary. Prof. Paul Haupt, of Johns Hopkins University, is in charge of establishing further connections in Europe so as to facilitate the more general distribution of the publications abroad.
A number of new corporate members were elected to the Society's roll. Regular membership in the association, moreover, is no longer limited to persons living in America, but it is open also to Orientalists abroad, and among· the foreign scholars who joined this year may be mentioned Dr. W. Caland, of Breda, Holland.
Two thirds of the scientific communications which were presented were upon Semitic or non-Arvan subjects. Prof. Paul Haupt (Baltimore), for example, offered several communications which in part were the outcome of his editorial work on the Polychrome Bible. Among other points of interest he showed reasons for accepting· the view that the 'unicorn* is the antelope, the idea of the single horn being due to the flat projection of the two horns in sculptural perspective. Dr. C. C. Torrey (Andover, Mass.) explained the origin of the word 'Troubadour' as a translation of the Arabie verb 'find 1 used of composing poetry and he added a similar note on 'Madrigal'. Dr. P. H. Smith (Lakewood, Ν. J.) discussed the extent of the influence of Christianity upon Mohammedism. Prof. Έ. Gottheil (Columbia University, New York), in a paper entitled 'Persian influence in Arabic', laid stress upon the presence of Zoroastrian eléments in the Quran. Mr. K. J. Grimm (Baltimore) presented .some useful material for biblical exegesis by handing· in his collection of 'Euphemistic Liturgical Appendices in the Psalms'. All his illustrations were instances of euphemistic verses apparently added at the conclusion of a psalm to avoid the evil effect of ending with a curse or with a stanza of bad omen. Among the more important Semitic communications may be mentioned also those of Professors G. F. Moore, H. Hyvernat, M. Jastrow, 0. Macdonald, B. Adler and G. A. Reisner. Dr. James Bright (Professor at Johns Hopkins University) called attention to a coincidence in Anglo-Saxon and Hebrew phonology by paralleling the Anglo-Saxon 'breaking* with the 'pattahh-furtive' in Hebrew.
Dr. C. P. G. Scott (Editor of the New Worcester Dictionary, Philadelphia) continued his previous contributions in the Malay-Polynesian field by this year taking up those words which have found their way from English into Malayan. As an illustration, he showed Malayan lokat to be a disguised form of English dogcart (dooka r t). His lists will be printed in the Society's publications. Several other departments of Eastern research were represented by various scholars.
In the Aryan section, Prof. M. Bloomfield (Baltimore) led off with a discussion of the position of the Gopatha Brahmana inVedic literature, and he followed this up with a treatment of the meaning and etymology of the Vedic word vidàtha. He gave the development in significance of this word as, (1) 'acquisition, premises, household, family, (2) place in which the sacrifice is held, (3) sacrifice'. Prof. H. Oertel (Yale University, New Haven) next described a new MS. of the Jäiminlya Brahmana which Dr. Hultzsch had finally secured and had kindly copied for him. This codex does not belong to a new family, but it probably falls within the same class as Burnell's manuscript; its value lies chiefly in the help that it gives in controlling the text. Dr. Oertel also spoke upon the funeral ceremonial rites in the Jäiminlya Brahmana.
Prof. E. W. Hopkins (Yale University) sent some notes from India, where he is travelling, and a paper to prove that the majority of the Rig Veda hymns originated in the region to the south of Amballa. Prof. C. R. Lanman (Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.) then described Dr. Fiihrer's late discovery which fixes the site of Buddha's birth-place. By a special invitation of the Society, Mr. Lanman also delivered an illustrated lecture, giving the results of observations made during his stay in India and bringing out some interesting points in the Buddhist Jätaka tales which are helpful to the student of comparative literature.
Another Indian contribution came from Mr. J. A. Ness (Johns Hopkins University) on the meaning· and etymology of the Sanskrit root ul. The writer connects this root with the verb is 'to wish' and he finds that id, in most instances, is to be translated by 'choose'; it belongs to the volition verbs, thus vr, is, Id. Prof. A. V. W. Jackson (Columbia University) presented some notes on the use of a play within a play as a dramatic device on the Sanskrit stage, with parallels to the garbhdñka in the Shaksperian drama; he also brought forward several brief Indo-Iranian contributions.
Five delegates were chosen to represent the Society at the International Congress of Orientalists, to be held next September in t Peter von Bradke. 
